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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 4/29/09 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: add the word -the- 
between the words "such that" and "two straight portions" in line 15 and add the word --being-- 
before the word "formed" in line 19. 

Correction is required. 

3. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: add the word -being- 
before the word "aligned" in line 3. 

Correction is required. 

4. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: add the word —the— 
between the words "such that" and "two straight portions" in line 14 and add the word —being— 
before the word "formed" in line 18. 

Correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,225 
Art Unit: 3679 



Page 3 



5. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: add the word -the- 
between the words "such that" and "two straight portions" in line 14 and add the word —being— 
before the word "formed" in line 17. 

Correction is required. 

6. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: add the word — the— 
between the words "such that" and "two straight portions" in line 13 and add the word -being- 
before the word "formed" in line 17. 

Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 1 1, the phrase "and/or" renders the claim(s) indefinite because 
the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "and/or"), thereby 
rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 
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Claim 4 recites "A connecting piece according to claim 3". Claim 4 cannot depend from 
claim 3 because claim 3 is a cancelled claim. It is assumed that claim 4 depends from claim 1 as 
claim 3 originally depended from claim 1 and the claims will be treated in this manner. 

Claims 5 and 9 recite the limitation "the portion which is arranged smooth". There is no 
antecedent basis for these claims as the portion which is arranged smooth is a structure which has 
not been positively recited. As it is not clear what Applicant is referring to, Examiner will 
interpret this limitation as best understood within the context of the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this counin . more lhan one year prior to the dale of;ipplie;ilion for patent in the United States. 

10. Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mazzacano et al EPO Patent No. EP 0 870 970 A2. 

With regard to claim 1 , and as seen in Figure 2 below, Mazzacano et al disclose a 
connecting piece, intended for connecting at least two elements, a first element connected to a 
first end of the connecting piece and a second element connected to a second end of the 
connecting piece, the connecting piece comprising: 

a body mainly of plastic (102); 
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a metal insert (107) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the metal insert 
provided with a thread (108), the metal insert configured such that at least one of the first and 
second elements can be connected to the connecting piece by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element disposed around the outer surface of the connecting piece 
manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate relative to at least one of the first 
and second elements or at least one of the first and second elements to rotate relative to the 
connecting piece while making a threaded connection, the gripping element comprising: 

at least two straight portions (straight portions arc ribs disclosed circumferentially around 
the connecting piece - next to 111) arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of 
the connecting piece are parallel, the straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool; 

the gripping element formed of two or more ribs (ribs disposed - next to 111) disposed 
circumferentially around the connecting piece; 

whereby the gripping element is formed such that a tool surrounding the gripping element 
slips before the thread and/or the basic structure of the connecting piece gets damaged. 
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Gripping element (raised 
ridge at 102 through end by 
111) 



With regard to claim 2, and as seen in Figure 2, Mazzacano et al disclose the gripping 
element comprising six straight portions. 



With regard to claim 4, and as seen in Figure 2, Mazzacano et al disclose the outer 
surface of the metal insert being provided with ribs (113) extending outward from the metal 
insert, the ribs of the metal insert aligned with the ribs of the gripping element (aligned axially). 
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With regard to claim 5, and as best understood by Examiner, Mazzacano et al disclose the 
portion which is arranged smooth being a rounded portion. 

1 1 . Claims 6, 7, 9, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hattori 
et al U.S. Patent No. 6,050,608. 

With regard to claim 6, and as seen in Figure 1 , Hattori et al disclose a connecting piece, 
intended for connecting at least two elements, a first element connected to a first end of the 
connecting piece and a second element connected to a second end of the connecting piece, the 
connecting piece comprising: 

a body (body of 1) mainly of thermoplast (column 3, lines 52-55); 

a thread (7) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the thread configured 
such that at least one of the first and second elements can be connected to the connecting piece 
by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element (2) disposed around the outer surface of the connecting 
piece manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate relative to at least one of 
the first and second elements or at least one of the first and second elements to rotate relative to 
the connecting piece while making a threaded connection, the gripping element comprising: 

at least two straight portions (see straight portions of 2) arranged such that two straight 
portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the straight portions forming 
gripping surfaces for a tool; 
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the gripping element formed of two or more ribs disposed circumferentially around the 
connecting piece (1, 2); 

whereby the gripping element is formed such that a tool surrounding the gripping element 
slips before the thread of the connecting piece gets damaged. 

With regard to claim 7, and as seen in Figure 1, Hattori et al disclose the gripping 
element (2) comprising six straight portions. 

With regard to claim 9 and as best understood by Examiner, Hattori et al disclose the 
portion which is arranged smooth being a rounded portion. 

With regard to claim 12, and as seen in Figure 1, Hattori et al disclose a connecting piece, 
intended for connecting at least two elements, a first element connected to a first end of the 
connecting piece and a second element connected to a second end of the connecting piece, the 
connecting piece comprising: 

a body (body of 1) mainly of thermoplast (column 3, lines 52-55); 

a thread (7) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the thread configured 
such that at least one of the first and second elements can be connected to the connecting piece 
by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element (2) disposed around the outer surface of the connecting 
piece manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate relative to at least one of 
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the first and second elements or at least one of the first and second elements to rotate relative to 
the connecting piece while making a threaded connection, the gripping element comprising: 

at least two straight portions (see straight portions of 2) arranged such that two straight 
portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the straight portions forming 
gripping surfaces for a tool; 

the gripping element formed of two or more ribs disposed circumferentially around the 
connecting piece (1,2), each rib protruding outwards from the outer surface of the connecting 
piece; 

whereby the gripping clement is formed such that a tool surrounding the gripping element 
slips before the thread of the connecting piece gets damaged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 1, 2, 5, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Egger EPO Patent No. EP 0 744 573 Al. 
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With regard to claim 1, Egger discloses a connecting piece, intended for connecting at 
least two elements, a first element connected to a first end of the connecting piece and a second 
element connected to a second end of the connecting piece, the connecting piece comprising: 

a body (1); 

a metal insert (2) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the metal insert 
provided with a thread, the metal insert configured such that at least one of the first and second 
elements can be connected to the connecting piece by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element (elements next to and between 5) disposed around the outer 
surface of the connecting piece manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate 
relative to at least one of the first and second elements or at least one of the first and second 
elements to rotate relative to the connecting piece while making a threaded connection, the 
gripping element comprising: 

at least two straight portions (see Figure 2) arranged such that two straight portions on 
opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the straight portions forming gripping 
surfaces for a tool; 

the gripping element formed of two or more ribs disposed circumferentially around the 
connecting piece; 

whereby the gripping element is formed such that a tool surrounding the gripping element 
slips before the thread and/or the basic structure of the connecting piece gets damaged. 

However, Egger does not disclose that the body is mainly of plastic. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have formed the body mainly of plastic because it has been held to be within the 
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general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin , 125 USPQ 416. 

With regard to claim 2, Egger discloses the gripping element comprising six straight 
portions (see Figure 2). 

With regard to claim 5, and as best understood by Examiner, Egger discloses the portion 
which is arranged smooth being a rounded portion. 

With regard to claim 11, and as seen in Figure 1, Egger discloses a connecting piece, 
intended for connecting at least two elements, a first element connected to a first end of the 
connecting piece and a second element connected to a second end of the connecting piece, the 
connecting piece comprising: 

a body (1); 

a metal insert (2) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the metal insert 
provided with a thread, the metal insert configured such that at least one of the first and second 
elements can be connected to the connecting piece by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element (elements next to and between 5) disposed around the outer 
surface of the connecting piece manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate 
relative to at least one of the first and second elements or at least one of the first and second 
elements to rotate relative to the connecting piece while making a threaded connection, the 
gripping element comprising: 
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at least two straight portions (see Figure 2) arranged such that two straight portions on 
opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the straight portions forming gripping 
surfaces for a tool; 

the gripping element formed of two or more ribs disposed circumferentially around the 
connecting piece, each rib forming a continuous ring around the outer surface of the connecting 
piece; 

whereby the gripping element is formed such that a tool surrounding the gripping element 
slips before the thread and/or the basic structure of the connecting piece gets damaged. 

However, Egger does not disclose that the body is mainly of plastic. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have formed the body mainly of plastic because it has been held to be within the 
general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin , 125 USPQ 416. 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments filed 4/29/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues that Mazzacano et al do not disclose a connecting pieces which 
comprises a gripping element formed of two more ribs disposed circumferentially around 
the connecting piece. 

Examiner disagrees. 
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Mazzacano et al disclose the connecting piece (102) comprising a gripping 
element (see Figure 1 above) formed of two or more ribs (ribs disposed around gripping 
element and connecting piece - next to 111). 



15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6, 7, 9, and 12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

16. Terry and Wise are being cited to show other examples of connecting pieces with 
gripping elements. 



17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fannie Kee whose telephone number is (571) 272-1820. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aaron M Dunwoody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 

/F. K./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3679 
June 16, 2009 



